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Order of Worship 

The worshipers are invited to sing or speak the words in bold print throughout the worship service. 

Pre-Service Music 

“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” Behnke – Bells of Praise 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship “Oh How Good It Is” Getty/Holmes/Townend 

Oh how good it is when the fam’ly of God 

Dwells together in spirit, in faith and unity; 

Where the bonds of peace, of acceptance and love 

Are the fruit of His presence here among us. 

(Chorus) So, with one voice we’ll sing to the Lord,  

  And with one heart we’ll live out His word; 

  Till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come, 

  For He dwells in the presence of His people. 

Oh how good it is on this journey we share 

To rejoice with the happy, and weep with those who mourn; 

For the weak find strength, the afflicted find grace, 

When we offer the blessing of belonging. (chorus) 

Oh how good it is to embrace His command 

To prefer one another, forgive as He forgives; 

When we live as one we all share in the love 

Of the Son, with the Father, and the Spirit. (Chorus) 
 © 2012 Gettymusic/Parakeet Boots Music/Townend Music CCLI License #1457955 

Confession and Forgiveness   

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Through Baptism, the Holy Spirit raises us to a new way of living which starts in our hearts 

and minds, then branches out into our daily relationships with believer and unbeliever. It is life 

characterized by sacrifice, service, love, honor, prayer, blessing, humility, and peace, even 

toward those who seek to harm us.  Paul writes in Romans 12:2 – “Do not be conformed to this 

world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern the good, 

acceptable and perfect will of God.”  

Father, it is so hard to live in this world and not be influenced by it. We fail so many 

times. However, we are so thankful You do not base Your love and forgiveness on 

how well we live. You base it on how well Jesus did. He lived the perfect life, made the 

perfect sacrifice, and perfectly conquered death by His resurrection. I put my faith in 

Him. Forgive me for His sake and restore to me the joy of salvation. Through the Holy 

Spirit help me live in the world but not of it. Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for His sake God 

forgives you all your sin of mind, word, and deed. His resurrection guarantees it. You are 

forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Song of Praise “Make Me a Servant” Kelly Willard 

Make me a servant, humble and meek. Lord, let me lift up those who are weak. 

And may the prayer of my heart always be: 

Make me a servant, make me a servant, make me a servant today. (Repeat) 

© 1982 by Maranatha! Music/CCCM Music/Willing Heart Music. CCLI license #1457955. 

Prayer of the Day 
Lord God, You are in total control of world affairs for the sake of Your 

Church. Keep us faithful to Your word and mission in spite of things we may see and 

hear. Give us a special gift of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The First Reading  Daniel 4:4-18 ESV  

Nebuchadnezzar has another dream. 

I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and prospering in my palace. 5 I saw a dream that 

made me afraid. As I lay in bed the fancies and the visions of my head alarmed me. 6 So I made 

a decree that all the wise men of Babylon should be brought before me, that they might make 

known to me the interpretation of the dream. 7 Then the magicians, the enchanters, the 

Chaldeans, and the astrologers came in, and I told them the dream, but they could not make 

known to me its interpretation. 8 At last Daniel came in before me—he who was named 

Belteshazzar after the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods—and I told 

him the dream, saying, 9 “O Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that the spirit 

of the holy gods is in you and that no mystery is too difficult for you, tell me the visions of my 

dream that I saw and their interpretation. 10 The visions of my head as I lay in bed were these: 

I saw, and behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was great. 11 The tree grew and 

became strong, and its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth. 
12 Its leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in it was food for all. The beasts of the 

field found shade under it, and the birds of the heavens lived in its branches, and all flesh was 

fed from it. 13 “I saw in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy 

one, came down from heaven. 14 He proclaimed aloud and said thus: ‘Chop down the tree and 

lop off its branches, strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts flee from under it and 

the birds from its branches. 15 But leave the stump of its roots in the earth, bound with a band 

of iron and bronze, amid the tender grass of the field. Let him be wet with the dew of heaven. 

Let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth. 16 Let his mind be changed from a 

man's, and let a beast's mind be given to him; and let seven periods of time pass over him. 
17 The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, the decision by the word of the holy ones, to 

the end that the living may know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to 

whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of men.’ 18 This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, saw. 
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And you, O Belteshazzar, tell me the interpretation, because all the wise men of my kingdom 

are not able to make known to me the interpretation, but you are able, for the spirit of the holy 

gods is in you.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

Anthem “Be Still My Soul” Ingram – Bells of Praise  

The Second Reading Daniel 4:19-37 ESV  

Daniel interprets. It happens.  Nebuchadnezzar is humbled. The Lord is praised. 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his thoughts 

alarmed him. The king answered and said, “Belteshazzar, let not the dream or the interpretation 

alarm you.” Belteshazzar answered and said, “My lord, may the dream be for those who hate 

you and its interpretation for your enemies! 20 The tree you saw, which grew and became strong, 

so that its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth, 21 whose 

leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which was food for all, under which beasts 

of the field found shade, and in whose branches the birds of the heavens lived— 22 it is you, O 

king, who have grown and become strong. Your greatness has grown and reaches to heaven, 

and your dominion to the ends of the earth. 23 And because the king saw a watcher, a holy one, 

coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump 

of its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field, 

and let him be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, 

till seven periods of time pass over him,’ 24 this is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of 

the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king, 25 that you shall be driven from among 

men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like 

an ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven periods of time shall pass over 

you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will. 
26 And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be 

confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven rules. 27 Therefore, O king, let my 

counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins by practicing righteousness, and your 

iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your 

prosperity.” 28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he was 

walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king answered and said, “Is not 

this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the 

glory of my majesty?” 31 While the words were still in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from 

heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, 
32 and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 

field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over 

you, until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he 

will.” 33 Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from 

among men and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair 

grew as long as eagles' feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws.  34 At the end of the days 



 5 

I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the 

Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 35 all the inhabitants of the 

earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven and 

among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you 

done?” 36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my 

majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought me, and I was 

established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, 

Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and 

his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Gospel Reading  Matthew 24:1-14 ESV  

Jesus explains the course of this world and the persecution of His people, but the Gospel 

message will prevail. 

Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the 

buildings of the temple. 2 But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say 

to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 3 As 

he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will 

these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 4 And 

Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, 

saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and 

rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 
7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines 

and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. 9 “Then 

they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations 

for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one 

another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness 

will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will 

be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as 

a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 Praise to You, O Christ! 

Children’s Message  

Sermon Song of Praise “It Was Finished Upon That Cross” Robinson/Thompson 

How I love the voice of Jesus on the Cross of Calvary. 

He declares His work is finished; He has spoken this hope to me. 

Though the sun had ceased its shining, though the war appeared as lost, 

Christ has triumphed over evil. It was finished upon that Cross. 
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Now the curse, it has been broken; Jesus paid the price for me. 

Full, the pardon He has offered. Great, the welcome that I receive. 

Boldly I approach my Father, clothed in Jesus’ righteousness. 

There is no more guilt to carry. It was finished upon that Cross. 

Death was once my great opponent, fear once had a hold on me. 

But the Son who died to save us rose that we would be free indeed. 

Death was once my great opponent, fear once had a hold on me.  

But the Son who died to save us rose that we would be free indeed!  

Yes, He rose that we would be free indeed! 

Free from ev’ry plan of darkness, free to live and free to love. 

Death is dead and Christ is risen. It was finished upon that Cross. 

Onward to eternal glory, to my Savior and my God. 

I rejoice in Jesus’ vict’ry. It was finished upon that Cross.  

It was finished upon that Cross. It was finished upon that Cross. 
© 2021 SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia/City Alight Music CCLI License #1457955 

Message         

The Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 

of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Gathering of the Tithes and Offerings  
(Please stand when the pastor stands and approaches the altar.) 

“Little David Play on Your Harp”  Gregory – Bells of Praise 
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The Offering Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer  

The Words of Institution 

The Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Distribution Songs of Praise  
(Holy Communion is a special meal for the baptized followers of Jesus. Jesus is present in the bread and wine. He says, 

“This is My body…This is My blood.” If you share this belief in His real presence, are repentant of your sins, and are 

baptized in the Triune God, you are welcome. Children who have not received instruction in the meaning of Holy Communion 

are invited forward for a blessing; please fold your arms in front of you. Wine is offered via the common cup and individual 

glass. Non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray. Hand your connection card to the usher as you go up for 

communion..) (Please join in singing:) 

“Lamb of God”  Marty Haugen 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us, mercy on us, mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You are the way of mercy and love: 

Have mercy on us, mercy on us, mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You are the bread of life for us all: 

Have mercy on us, mercy on us, mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: 

Grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace. 
Words and music by Marty Haugen © 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL. OneLicense.net #A-702183. 

“Blessed Assurance”  Knapp 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

(Chorus) This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 

 This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight! Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  (Chorus) 

Perfect submission all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest; 

Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

(Chorus) 
Public domain. 

“O Church Arise” Getty/Townend 

 O Church, arise, and put your armour on; Hear the call of Christ our Captain. 

 For now the weak can say that they are strong, in the strength that God has given. 

 With shield of faith and belt of truth, we’ll stand against the devil’s lies; 
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 An army bold, whose battle cry is Love, reaching out to those in darkness. 

 Our call to war, to love the captive soul, but to rage against the captor; 

And with the sword that makes the wounded whole, we will fight with faith and valor. 

 When faced with trials on ev’ry side, we know the outcome is secure.  

 And Christ will have the prize for which He died, an inheritance of nations. 

 Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet as the Son of God is stricken; 

 Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, for the Conqueror has risen. 

 And as the stone is rolled away and Christ emerges from the grave, 

 This vict’ry march continues till the day ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him. 

 So Spirit, come, put strength in ev’ry stride, give grace for ev’ry hurdle; 

 That we may run with faith, to win the prize of a servant, good and faithful. 

 As saints of old still line the way, retelling triumphs of His grace, 

 We hear their calls, and hunger for the day when, with Christ, we stand in glory. 
 © 2005 ThankYou Music CCLI #1457955 

The Communion Blessing  

The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

Forgiven and fed, you are now entering the mission field.  

 Here am I, Lord, send me! 

Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

Closing Song of Praise “Majestic”  Brewster 

O Lord, our Lord, How majestic is Your Name in all the earth 

O Lord, our Lord, How majestic is Your Name in all the earth 

(Chorus) The heavens declare Your greatness 

   The oceans cry out to You 

   The mountains they bow down before You 

   So I’ll join with the earth and I’ll give my praise to You! (repeat all) 

I will worship You; I will worship You 

We will worship You; We will worship You (Chorus) 

So I’ll join with the earth and I’ll give my praise to You! 

So I’ll join with the earth and I’ll give my praise to You! 
 © 2005 Integrity’s Praise! Music CCLI License #1457955 

 


